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HHS Issues Final Medicare Regulations
Seniors Will Soon Receive New Help with Drug Costs, More Choices and Improved Care
(Arlington, VA) -- The National Association of Health Underwriters (NAHU) applauds the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) for its timely delivery of the final regulations for the Medicare Prescription Drug and Modernization Act, which will go into effect in 2006.  This monumental legislation improves and strengthens Medicare by adding prescription drug benefits, increasing competition and enhancing private market forces in the program.  The Medicare-approved drug discount card program will continue through the end of 2005, but with the completion of the final regulations, HHS will shift from only providing discounts on prescriptions to providing a comprehensive drug coverage program for America’s seniors. 
“All people with Medicare will finally have access to prescription drug coverage and new and improved health care options,” explained Janet Trautwein, vice president of government affairs.  “Providing better benefits and real savings on prescription drug costs is one of the most important elements of the new Medicare legislation.    

“The final regulations also strengthen and improve the Medicare Advantage program by making preferred provider organizations (PPOs) available to all Medicare beneficiaries, even those in rural areas.  These provisions give beneficiaries better access to care and provide additional benefits with lower out-of-pocket costs.  PPOs are the most popular health insurance choice for the under-65 market, and we are very pleased that seniors now will be able to enjoy their benefits.  The final rule also provides improved and less expensive options for Medicare supplemental coverage and helps ensure that retirees retain their current drug coverage.   
“We commend HHS for issuing the final regulations in such a timely manner and we look forward to working with them on making the Medicare program even stronger than it is today.”    
 The National Association of Health Underwriters represents 20,000 professional health insurance agents and brokers who provide insurance for millions of Americans.  NAHU is headquartered in Arlington, VA.  For more information, please call Kelly Loussedes at 703-276-3835 or email kloussedes@nahu.org.
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