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Former Governor Mike Leavitt Confirmed as New HHS Secretary
(Arlington, VA) -- The National Association of Health Underwriters (NAHU) is extremely pleased that the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee (HELP) and Senate Finance Committee confirmed former Governor Mike Leavitt as the new Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS).  Mr. Leavitt replaces Tommy Thompson, who resigned late last year.  As HHS Secretary, Mr. Leavitt will oversee programs such as Medicare, Medicaid, the Food and Drug Administration, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the National Institutes of Health and the Indian Health Service.
“Mr. Leavitt will be an outstanding leader for HHS as the agency works to implement the new Medicare prescription drug program and to find ways to increase access to affordable health care for all Americans,” stated NAHU Executive Vice President Kevin Corcoran.  “Based on his tremendous leadership at the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and before that as governor of Utah for 11 years, we are confident that Mr. Leavitt will surpass the expectations set forth by President Bush.
“His comprehensive understanding of the American health care system and his dedication to public service make Mr. Leavitt an ideal choice to lead HHS at this important time.  We look forward to our continued work with the agency on improving our health care system so more Americans will have access to affordable, high-quality health care.”
The National Association of Health Underwriters represents 20,000 professional health insurance agents and brokers who provide insurance for millions of Americans.  NAHU is headquartered in Arlington, VA.  For more information, visit our web site at www.nahu.org.
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