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President Bush Proposes Plan to Make Health Care More Affordable 
NAHU Member Discusses Buying Health Coverage Across State Lines

(Arlington, VA) -- The National Association of Health Underwriters (NAHU) applauds President Bush’s initiatives to make health care affordable for more Americans.  Yesterday, he spoke at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and discussed a comprehensive, market-driven plan to address the huge problem of rising health care costs and the uninsured. 
“NAHU Member Jesse Patton was a distinguished guest on President Bush’s panel,” stated Janet Trautwein, vice present of government affairs.  “Mr. Patton discussed the idea that the President supports of allowing individuals to buy health insurance out-of-state.  Currently, consumers can only buy health coverage in the state in which they live and can’t shop around for a better deal in another state.  Mr. Patton explained that the cost of health insurance varies greatly by state and that individuals could save thousands of dollars if they were allowed to shop for their health insurance across state lines.  

“The President signed Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) into law last year that encourage individuals to be more savvy health care consumers.  HSAs allow individuals to put money, tax-free, into accounts to help with health insurance costs not covered by their high-deductible insurance and to save for future medical expenses.  The President has proposed allowing individuals who set up an HSA the ability to deduct from their income taxes the premiums they pay for their high-deductible policies, making these plans more affordable.  There is also a provision in the President’s plan that gives money to low-income families to fund to their HSA and a refundable tax credit to help cover major medical expenses.

“The President also discussed the importance of having a community heath center in every poor county in America.  Community health services provide invaluable services in poor communities where many individuals do not have access to any health care services.  He also promoted funding outreach programs for the State Children’s Health Insurance Plan (S-CHIP) so that all low-income children will have the health insurance that they need.

"We believe there is no one magic answer to the problem of the uninsured and rising health care costs.  A multi-faceted approach will be required, since the American population is very diverse, and no one solution will fit the needs of all of our citizens.  We are encouraged by the President’s plan that promotes sensible solutions to this national crisis and we look forward to working with the Administration and Members of Congress because insuring America is in everyone's best interest.”

The National Association of Health Underwriters represents 20,000 professional health insurance agents and brokers who provide insurance for millions of Americans.  For more information, please call Kelly Loussedes at 703-276-3835 or email kloussedes@nahu.org.
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