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Medicare Legislation One Step Closer to Enactment 

Senate Passed Bill 54 to 44

(Arlington, Va.) -- The National Association of Health Underwriters applauds the Senate for passing legislation that will improve and strengthen the current Medicare program.  Having passed the House on Saturday and now the Senate, the Medicare bill is headed for the President’s desk for his signature.       
“Today is a huge victory for our nation’s seniors,” stated Kevin Corcoran, executive vice president.  “Due to the swift passage of the Medicare Prescription Drug and Modernization Act of 2003 in the House and Senate, seniors will soon have access to affordable prescription drugs that they desperately need and deserve. 

“Besides adding important drug benefits, the bill will also increase competition and market forces in the program.  Private health plans provide coverage for millions of Americans under the age of 65, and seniors deserve the same types of choices available to younger Americans.  This will be a significant improvement over the limited choices available in the Medicare program today. 

“The Act also includes disease management and preventative health benefits, finally bringing Medicare into the 21st century by doing as much to keep seniors with chronic diseases healthy as it does to treat them once they are sick.  Disease management coupled with prescription drug coverage will vastly improve the health and quality of life of our nation’s seniors.

“The legislation also would create health savings accounts (HSAs) and make them a permanent part of the tax code.  Essentially, the HSA provisions would rename medical savings accounts as HSAs and allow all Americans to put money, tax-free, into health spending accounts to save for future medical expenses.    

“The President and this Congress should be saluted for having the courage to do what is right for today’s seniors.  Not only have they improved the current Medicare program, they have made it more sustainable for future generations of seniors.”

The National Association of Health Underwriters represents more than 18,000 professional health insurance agents and brokers who provide insurance for millions of Americans.  NAHU is headquartered in Arlington, VA.  For more information, visit www.nahu.org. 
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