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NAHU Applauds Medicare Compromise Legislation

(Arlington, Va.) -- For over five years, Congress has been working on a plan to cover prescription drugs under Medicare.  The compromise legislation forged by the joint conference committee will do just that by making prescription drug coverage available to all Medicare beneficiaries.    

“The compromise legislation represents the best opportunity in decades to improve and strengthen the Medicare program,” stated Janet Trautwein, vice president of government affairs.  “Our seniors can’t wait any longer - it is critical that action be taken now to put these improvements to the Medicare program into action. 

“The private sector will play an important role under the new Medicare options, as it should.  Private health plans provide coverage for millions of Americans under the age of 65, and seniors deserve the same types of choices available to younger Americans.  This will be a significant improvement over the limited choices available in the Medicare program today. 

“All Americans deserve a system that ensures they receive high-quality care, embraces innovations in medical technologies and medicines, and provides incentives for continued improvements in medical care.  Under the compromise agreement, Medicare beneficiaries will have greater freedom to select the health care coverage that suits them best, including the option of traditional Medicare.

“For the sake of our nation’s current and future seniors, we must take advantage of this important opportunity to approve legislation that will improve Medicare and provide much-needed prescription drug coverage for Americans in their golden years.  The National Association of Health Underwriters considers this a priority of utmost importance.”

The National Association of Health Underwriters represents more than 18,000 professional health insurance agents and brokers who provide insurance for millions of Americans.  NAHU is headquartered in Arlington, VA.  For more information, visit www.nahu.org. 
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