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NAHU Applauds House for Passing Vital Medicare Legislation

(Arlington, VA) -- The National Association of Health Underwriters (NAHU) commends the House for passing HR 1, the Medicare Prescription Drug and Modernization Act of 2003.  This important legislation improves the current Medicare program and finally brings more choices and prescription drug coverage to America’s Medicare beneficiaries.

“The Medicare reform legislation passed by the House represents the best opportunity in decades to strengthen Medicare,” explained Janet Trautwein, vice president of government affairs.  “Seniors can’t wait any longer for these important changes, and the long-term financial integrity of the Medicare program is in danger if we don’t begin the process of reform now.
“The Act provides Medicare beneficiaries with real help with the cost of prescription drugs, an essential component in today’s health care.  In addition, beneficiaries will have the same kind of health care choices and quality plans that health insurers already offer to millions of Americans in the private market.    

“All Americans deserve a system that ensures they receive high-quality care, embraces innovations in medical technologies and medicines, and provides incentives for continued improvements in medical care.  By providing new health plan options to Medicare beneficiaries, including the option of prescription drug coverage, Medicare beneficiaries will have greater freedom to select the health care coverage that suits them best, including the option of traditional Medicare. 

“We encourage the Senate to take the lead from the House and pass this important legislation that will finally bring relief to millions of current beneficiaries and improve Medicare for future generations.”     

The National Association of Health Underwriters represents more than 18,000 professional health insurance agents and brokers who provide insurance for millions of Americans. NAHU is headquartered in Arlington, VA. For more information, visit www.nahu.org. 
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